October 2020

OCTOBER UPDATES
COALITION ACTIVITIES:
We welcomed 3 new Coalition team members in September and have been
focused on getting them acclimated throughout the month, as well as attending virtual
trainings that apply to our various grants. Our entire staff attended the Substance
Abuse Prevention Skills Training (SAPST) during the last week of September.
During September we implemented a social media and billboard campaign
combatting underage drinking. We have 3 digital signs on the Hope Center billboard
that are focused on keeping alcohol out of the hands of minors and discouraging
underage drinking. Our social media campaign, with similar messaging, had over
26,000 views throughout the month.
Our team is partnering with Meals on Wheels to assist in the distribution of
meals, as well as providing safe storage and disposal of Rx medications to seniors on
the routes.

PROGRAMS:
Joana and Tiffany have been partnering with CASA to implement the
Prevention in Motion program with their teens, age 12-16 years old. This is scheduled
to begin mid-October. School programming is anticipated to begin 2nd semester.
Julie and Sarah began implementing the Teen Outreach Program with 8th
grade students at Jefferson Montessori Academy. The program is being facilitated
online through Google Classroom until students are allowed to return to school.

TEEN COURT:
We have been working to both support the attorneys in Teen Court and to
promote the message of the Coalition. Our Youth Representatives have mentored
attorneys through trainings and have prepared, organized, and ran mock trials. They
have also created a video aimed at 6th grade students, discouraging them from
underage drinking and use of other substances.

Meet the new Coalition team members!
ERIN WILLIAMS
Hello, I’m Erin, the new OSAP Program
Manager/Preventionist.
I moved to
Carlsbad in July of 2019 with my husband,
Chris and my son, Jack, from coastal North
Carolina.
I’m a retired firefighter/
paramedic and I’m currently pursuing my
bachelor’s degree in Psychology with a
minor in Chemical Dependency. Since
starting with the coalition, I have come to
understand the unique situation in
Carlsbad and surrounding areas, with
regards to alcohol and substance abuse. It
is my desire to continue educating the
community about the dangers and
consequences of alcohol and substance abuse, assist in prevention measures and
help to provide ways for people to seek treatment.

SAMANTHA SMITH
I am Samantha Smith. I am the new
program assistant. I moved to Carlsbad
in February of 2019 from Farmington,
NM. I am currently pursuing my
associates in human services. Prior to
starting with the Coalition, I have spent
approximately the last 7 years within
the judicial system. I have a strong
passion for helping others. I look
forward to building a strong
relationship with my teammates to
further educate our community on the
seriousness and dangers of substance
and alcohol abuse.

SARAH BOWMAN
Hi, I’m Sarah Bowman and I’m excited
to join the team as the Media and Program
Assistant. I moved to Carlsbad in 2016 from
Fairfield, California where I was born and
raised. After I first arrived in Carlsbad, my
first opportunity to help the community
was as a Family Services Coordinator with
the CARC Early Intervention Program.
More recently, I have been volunteering at
The Living Dessert Zoo for “Story Time” and
as the Assistant Coach for Jefferson
Montessori Academy’s new Esports
Program. I live with my husband, Dale O.
Bowman, and our dogs, Lincoln and Ebon.
I am beyond thrilled to be partnered with
the Coalition and am looking forward to making a big impact with the guidance of
my new teammates!

WELCOME
To the newest member of the
Coalition Executive Board:
Jacob Puckett
I was born in Abilene, TX in 1988. Our
family moved to Hobbs in 1995 where
my parents were highly involved in the
community. This was where my sense
of community and giving back stems
from. Growing up I was involved in
many activities with my church and
school. After moving to Lubbock, TX to
attend Texas Tech University, I
continued to be involved with
community outreach programs to aid
the homeless and those in need. This
is also where I began my current
career with the United Family. After
graduating with a bachelor's degree in Business Management, I attended Wayland
Baptist University. I was seeking a degree in Christian Theology and Philosophy
while traveling to Africa for global missions to spread the gospel. It wasn't long
before I knew God was calling me back home. So, I returned to Lubbock and my
job with United. United has provided countless opportunities including moving
back to New Mexico where I met my wife, Kaitlin. Together we have a beautiful
daughter named Eleanora. She will be turning two this January. We have some
extended family members who have struggled with drug addictions in the past. We
have seen how it can tear people down and destroy lives. I am excited to be a part
of a board that aims to help our community's youth make important decisions and
hopefully give them the tools to do so. As the Assistant Store Director for
Albertsons Market here in town, I have a very large team who are all passionate
about giving back. We are constantly looking for volunteer opportunities. I hope I
can bring our shared passion to this board as well as the city of Carlsbad.

